
 

 
Education 

• M.S., Wetlands Conservation, 
University of Massachusetts, Amherst 

• B.S. Wildlife Biology, University of 
Massachusetts, Amherst 

• 12 post-graduate credits, soil science, 
University of Rhode Island 

Credentials 

• Professional Wetland Scientist, PWS 
1614, Society of Wetland Scientists 
(2006) 

• Certified Wildlife Biologist, The 
Wildlife Society (2010) 

• Certified Professional in Soil Erosion & 
Sediment Control, CPESC 2694, 
SWCS & IECA (2003) 

• New England Regional Soil Science 
Certificate (2006) 

• Registered Professional Soil Scientist, 
SSSNE (2006) 

• Class IV Soil Evaluator, D4059, RI 
Department of Environmental 
Management (2003) 

• Certified Coastal Invasives Manager, 
RI Coastal Resources Management 
Council (2009) 

Professional Affiliations 

• Massachusetts Association of 
Conservation Commissions  
(Board of Directors) 

• Association of Massachusetts 
Wetland Scientists 

• Society of Wetland Scientists 
• Society of Soil Scientists of Southern 

New England 
• International Erosion Control 

Association 
• Soil & Water Conservation Society 
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BRANDON FANEUF 
President & Principal Scientist 
 

Brandon Faneuf is the Founder, President & Principal Scientist of Ecosystem 
Solutions, Inc. (ESI).  With over 27 years of industry experience, Brandon 
specializes in wetland & soil science, wildlife studies, project management, 
land-use permitting & review, and academic instruction.   
 
A native of the Blackstone River Valley, Brandon began his career with  
the Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management, working in  
the Wetlands Permitting, Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL), and Shellfish  
Protection Programs.  This varied background in water resources protection 
led him to found ESI in 2003 where he helps private and municipal clients.   
He has delineated over 2,500 wetlands in Rhode Island, Massachusetts, 
and Connecticut, performed over 750 soil evaluations and infiltration tests 
for septic and stormwater systems in Rhode Island, and has conducted over  
1,200 peer reviews of wetland applications for Conservation Commissions in  
Massachusetts.   
 
Among his many achievements, Brandon has had a long-standing relationship 
with the Massachusetts Association of Conservation Commissions (MACC),  
serving on the Board of Directors.  This includes work on the Education  
Committee, as co-chair of the Annual Environmental Conference put on  
at Holy Cross College each year in March, and is on the Bylaw Committee.   
He co-teaches a wetland delineation techniques workshop in Marion, MA twice  
yearly, as well as a wetlands enforcement workshop. 
 
Notable Project Experience 
 
• Wrote and oversaw a seven (7) acre wetland restoration project on Almeida 

Road in Rehoboth, MA, as well as a two (2) acre wetland restoration at the 
Shawmut Landfill in Fall River, MA.   

• Permitting for river re-alignment along Tanyard Brook in Bristol, RI, to  
alleviate flooding and high tides in Bristol Harbor. 

• Two years of erosion & sedimentation control monitoring at a large-scale 
solar project in West Greenwich, RI. Responsible for weekly and post- 
rain event logs. 

• Continuing services contractor for peer review services in the Towns of  
Sutton, Douglas, and Mattapoisett, MA. 
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Relevant Experience (B. Faneuf) 
 
Project/Location: Various locations in southeast Massachusetts. 
Client/Industry: Save the Pine Barrens & Community Land & Water Action 
Coalition 
Role:   Abutter & Ten Resident Advocate 
Description: Acted as environmental expert in client’s efforts to curb 

illegal sand & gravel removal at over a dozen sites in 
Carver, Plymouth, and Wareham, MA.  Involves 
representation at local Conservation Commission and 
Soil Removal Committee meetings, Department of 
Environmental Superseding Order site meetings, and 
Office of Appeals and Dispute Resolution (OADR) 
hearings.  Example of work includes disputes associated 
with removal of sand and gravel and squaring off of bogs 
under the 310 CMR 10.04 Agriculture exemption, under 
the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act.  Work 
involves preparation of pre-filed testimony and testifying 
at OADR hearings as wetland scientist & regulatory 
expert. 

 
Project/Location: Sutton and Douglas, Massachusetts 
Client/Industry: Towns of Sutton and Douglas / Conservation Commission 
Role: Enforcement Officer 
Description: Four (4) enforcement actions where M.G.L. c.40, §21D 

non-criminal disposition allows ticketing for M.G.L. c.131, 
§40 and local Bylaw violations.  One instance involved a 
single-family residence where the individual was fined 
$8,500 for non-compliance with the approved Order of 
Conditions.  This case was appealed by the violator at 
Uxbridge District Court.  Brandon represented the 
Conservation Commission in front of the Clerk Magistrate 
in their efforts to bring the owner into compliance.  Two 
instances involve a large-scale solar project where the 
project was in Douglas, but impacts were in Sutton.  
Brandon performed review of the restoration plan, weekly 
site inspections of the construction site, helped the 
Douglas Conservation Commission steer the issues 
involved in bringing the project back into compliance, and 
oversaw clean-up efforts on property in Sutton where the 
majority of sediment was deposited. 

 
 
 
 

 
Professional Affiliations (cont.) 

• The Wildlife Society 
• Rhode Island Forest Conservator’s 

Organization 

Qualifications 

• Wetland Delineation 
Qualified to perform wetland 
delineations under the Rhode Island 
Department of Environmental 
Management (RIDEM) Freshwater 
Wetlands Program Guidelines, 
Connecticut DEP, and under the 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection 
Act. 

• Wildlife & Wildlife Habitat 
Qualified to perform wildlife & wildlife 
habitat assessments under the RIDEM 
Freshwater Wetlands Program 
Guidelines 

• Qualified to perform wildlife habitat 
evaluations under Massachusetts 
Wetlands Protection Act.  

• Prequalified under the Massachusetts 
Natural Heritage and Endangered 
Species Program for rare species 
habitat assessments (Box and 
Blanding Turtles). 

• RI Coverts Cooperator Training 
Completion Certificate (2010) 

Expert Qualifications  

• Massachusetts Department of 
Environmental Protection Office of 
Appeals and Dispute Resolution 

• Expert in Wetland Science, RI Coastal 
Resources Management Council 

Other 

• Chair, International Erosion Control 
Association (IECA) Northeast Chapter 
2013 Annual Conference, Warwick, RI 

• State Chair for Rhode Island IECA 
Chapter, 2009-2013 

• Environmental Instructor- Wetlands, 
Rhode Island Realtor’s Association, 
2005-2012. 



 

 
Project/Location: Eastern Massachusetts 
Client/Industry: Vanasse-Hangen-Brustlin (VHB) 
Role: Wetland delineator 
Description: Due to the immense scale and need, Brandon participated in the field work for the Interstate 

Reliability Project (IRP).  ESI was sub-contracted by VHB to delineate over 52 miles of 
electrical rights-of-way in eastern Massachusetts, including an eighteen (18) mile stretch of 
right-of-way between the Uxbridge/Burrillville line and Medway, MA.  Work was performed 
between June and December of 2010. 

 
Project/Location: Sutton, Massachusetts 
Client/Industry: Sutton Conservation Commission 
Role: Conservation Consultant 
Description: Brandon starting reviewing applications coming into the Conservation Commission as a 

subcontractor to Steven Zisk in 2006, taking the position of Conservation Consultant after 
Mr. Zisk left in 2008, through an RFP process. Since that time, Brandon has reviewed over 
750 applications, including Requests for Determination of Applicability (RDA’s), Abbreviated 
Notice of Resource Area Delineation (ANRAD’s), Notice of Intent (NOI’s), Emergency 
Certificates (EC’s), as well as Enforcement Orders (EO’s).  Work involves project and site 
plan review, preparing comments, coordination with applicants and their consultants, 
including civil engineers, attending all Conservation Commission meetings in-person and 
providing oral commentary, as well as being able to project plans, pictures, and GIS overlays 
on-screen using a laptop computer, drafting Determinations of Applicability, Orders of 
Conditions, Orders of Resource Area Delineation, Emergency Certificates, Enforcement 
Orders, and Certificates of Compliance.  Brandon and his team at ESI provide services 
through the construction process, providing site inspections for compliance with Orders 
under the Wetlands Protection Act and Sutton Article 12.  ESI handles enforcement of Article 
12, including ticket-writing and representation at the District Court.  Municipal work is a 
team effort.  Brandon currently brings a team of five (5), including three biologists, a 
construction inspection and GIS expert, and Professional Engineer. Costs have been 100% 
covered by 53G during ESI’s tenure.   

 
Project/Location: Mattapoisett, Massachusetts 
Client/Industry: Mattapoisett Conservation Commission 
Role: Conservation Agent 
Description: Brandon and ESI was hired as a private consultant to act as the Conservation Agent in 2021, 

with most costs associated with hiring through the 53G process.  Work is similar to that in 
Sutton, except that Mattapoisett only works under M.G.L. c.131, §40, and has no local Bylaw.  
ESI has reviewed over 300 applications during their tenure.  Most costs are covered under 
53G, but the Board of Selectmen have dedicated up to $30,000/yr for non-53G related work. 

 
 


